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1. This nation’s best-loved author was every bit as adventurous, patriotic, romantic and humorous as anyone has ever imagined.

2. A government that is truly dedicated to the people must pay the greatest respect to those who have sacrificed much for the country, to which they may have devoted their youth or even lives, which they could otherwise have devoted to their beloved ones.
3. The study found that non-smoking wives of men who smoke cigarettes face a much greater than normal danger of developing lung cancer.  The more cigarettes smoked by the husband, the greater the threat faced by his non-smoking wife.

4. In a free country there will always be conflicting ideas, and this is a source of strength.  It is conflict and not unquestioning agreement that keeps freedom alive.

5. The purpose of a test is to show what you have learned about a subject.  The world won’t end if you don’t pass a test.  So don’t worry excessively about a single test.

6. The painting is a masterpiece reflecting deep insight and artistic attainments; it expresses a sense of history by using specific modern artistic vocabulary.
7. I will not comment on or confirm what are alleged to be stolen State Department cables. But I can say that the United States deeply regrets the disclosure of any information that was intended to be confidential, including private discussions between counterparts or our diplomats' personal assessments and observations.—Hillary Clinton
8. In almost every profession - whether it's law or journalism, finance or medicine or academia or running a small business - people rely on confidential communications to do their jobs.  We count on the space of trust that confidentiality provides.  When someone breaches that trust, we are all worse off for it.—Hillary Clinton 
9. Any people anywhere, being inclined and having the power, have the right to rise up, and shake off the existing government, and form a new one that suits them better. This is a most valuable - a most sacred right - a right, which we hope and believe, is to liberate the world.—Abraham Lincoln 
That Used to be Us, Thomas L. Friedman & Michael Mandelbaum
A reader might ask why two people who have devoted their careers to writing about foreign affairs — one of us as a foreign correspondent and columnist at The New York Times and the other as a professor of American foreign policy at The Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies—have collaborated on a book about the American condition today. The answer is simple. We have been friends for more than twenty years, and in that time hardly a week has gone by without our discussing some aspect of international relations and American foreign policy. But in the last couple of years, we started to notice something: Every conversation would begin with foreign policy but end with domestic policy—what was happening, or not happening, in the United States. Try as we might to redirect them, the conversations kept coming back to America and our seeming inability today to rise to our greatest challenges. 

This situation, of course, has enormous foreign policy implications. America plays a huge and, more often than not, constructive role in the world today. But that role depends on the country's social, political, and economic health. And America today is not healthy—economically or politically. This book is our effort to explain how we got into that state and how we get out of it. 

